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at pages 160-161.* Would you say that the system of village panchayats has been working successfully in this province, and also are they meeting with a certain amount of popular approval ?—We cannot say yet that it is working successfully, because they have hardly begun to work at all.
68.	You say it is working in 525 villages.    That
seems  to be a good  number ?—The figure is now
418, comprising 623 revenue villages.
69.	You say that they have been working suc
cessfully ?—There are signs ;  where they get a good
man they are doing really good work and are ap
preciated ;    and since we  appointed these special
panchayat officers, the movement does seem to have
got a definite stimulus.
Raja Narendra Nath : I will have to refer to one other document which has been received by me from the Commission and which I wish to bring to the notice of the witness. I want to know whether the principle laid down there was borne in mind when the changes were introduced.
The Chairman : Would you tell me what that document is ?
 70.	Raja Narendra Nath :   The document is the
one which deals with communal representation in
legislatures and local bodies.    I want the witness
to read this passage.    I have marked it N.B.f    (The
witness was given the book for reference.)    When
the  number  of  Moslem  seats  was  increased,   was
attention paid to this principle which is laid down
for councils that separate electorates should not be
allowed to Muhammadans where the   majority of
the voters are Muhammadans ?—To what occasion
do you refer ?
 71.	When  those  changes were made which are
described on page 141 ? f    There are several muni
cipal committees in which the number of Moslem
seats has been increased in which the number of
Moslem voters are also in the majority.    This point
probably was not considered ?—Not to my know
ledge.
 72.	The Chairman :   I gather that what you are
referring to is the note published in August, 1923.
Mr. Beazley, were you in the department in August,
1923 ?-—No.
 73.	Had you anything at all to do with that note ?
The note was one drawn up by the Government of
the Punjab during the time of Sir Edward Maclagan.
Had you anything to do with it ?—No.
Raja Narendra Nath : I will then put the question in another way.
The Chairman : Surely what you refer to in pages 133 and 141t is in consequence of a note published infAugust, 1923, by the Government of the Punjab in "the time of Sir Edward Maclagan.
 74.	Raja Narendra Nath:   Yes, I know, but the
witness knows the effect of it and it is to that I am
drawing his attention.    There are municipalities in
the province in which the number of Muhammadan
voters is in the majority, in which the Muhammadan
population is in  the majority  and  in which the
Muhammadan representatives in the municipal com
mittees are also in the majority ?—Certainly, and
probably in those places the communal system was
introduced    at    the    desire    of    the    non-Moslem
committees.
 75.	Could you mention those cases in which the
Moslem majority exists ?—I cannot say off-hand and
I cannot say at whose request communal electorates
were introduced in places in 1923.
Raja Narendra Nath: * * * The principle laid down is that separate electorates are not to be allowed in places where the majority of voters are Muhammadans. In the Punjab separate electorates had been in existence, and although there was a majority of Muhammadan voters in several
 municipalities, the number of Moslem representatives was increased.    I am referring to that increase.
The Witness : I should like to say with reference to the Raja Sahib's question that if he will examine the Table on page 147* of the Punjab Government memorandum, he will see that since the Reforms communal representation has been introduced in twelve municipalities in only three of which is there a Moslem majority.
 77.	Dr. Narang :  What has been the effect of the
changes brought about in the local self-government
so far as the municipalities are concerned since the
Reforms, since the portfolio of local self-government
was entrusted to the minister, the first minister being
Sir Fazl-i-Husain ?—Changes in what respects ?
 78.	Changes in the representation of various com
munities ?—The result is given at page 141 of the
memorandum. *
 79.	There is no communal representation in the
district boards ?—None.
 80.	Is it a fact that in the district boards the
number of the Moslem members is very much larger
than the non-Moslem members, taking the province
as a whole ?—I could not say off-hand.
Dr. Narang : I want to know if the figures given in this document named " Constitution, etc., of local "bodies in the Punjab" published by the Punjab Government when totalled give the correct answer to my question.
81.	The Ch lirman :   Do you know whether it is a
document that comes officially from any department ?
—It  has   not  been  presented   to  the  Commission
officially.    It was compiled in the Secretariat in the
Local Self-Government department at the beginning
of 1928.
8lA. It is not a confidential document ?—No. (The mark " G.C.N." was given to the document.)
 82.	Dr. Narang : There is a table given at page 10
of this document  (G.C.N.I)  where the number of
representatives of each community in the district
boards is given.    Unfortunately the totals are not
given.    I just want to know whether these figures
are correct and the totals if added would supply an
answer  to   my  last   question ?—The   figures   were
correct at the time when the document was compiled,
and the answer can certainly be obtained if you will
add up the columns.
 83.	I should like to know if there has been a change
in these figures.    This table shows that in four district
boards the Hindu community is not at all repre
sented ;  is that correct ?—If those are the figures in
the Table, it is a fact.
 84.	Can you tell me the reasons why communal
representation  was  not introduced in  the  district
boards, while it was introduced in the municipalities ?
—As  I  have  explained  in the  memorandum,   the
extension of communal electorates in municipalities
is really due to the introduction of the small ward
system.    In district board areas the conditions are
quite   different   and   the   question   of   introducing '
communal electorates in them never arose at all.
 85.	Who raised the question of introducing com
munal electorates in municipalities ?    Is  this  im
pression, which has gained ground among the Hindus
that communal electorates were introduced in the
municipalities because that was calculated to benefit
the Muhammadans correct, because as a matter of
fact we find  that eighteen municipalities have a
preponderance   of  Muhammadaos   while only five
municipalities have a majority of Hindus, that is as
a  result  of  the  changes introduced  by the  first
minister, Sir Fazl-i-Husaui ?—The changes made by
the first minister did not include the introduction
of communal electorates.
 86.	Let us say after the introduction of the Reform
scheme and the impression is that the principle of
separate electorates was not introduced in district
boards because there was an overwhelming majority

